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Vista Hightands Sewer
Project Scheduled to
Start Next Tuesday

The county sanitation district
has tentatively set next Tuesday,
May 28, as the time to start
the Vista Highlands tract sewer

extension project, City Attorney
Leonard Young informed the eity

council Tuesday.

“The date is tentative and we

won't know if it holds good
until we actually see dirt fly-
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STAMP STORE TO CLOSE

On aceount of the holiday
Saturday, proclaimed by Gov.
Olson for the re-opening of the
Ban Francisco fair, the Federal
Food Btamp store at 1216 El
Prado will be closed all that day
L. H. Lowe, managor. announced.

ing,” he reminded the board. The
project, recently approved by
WPA authorities in Washington,
will cost the city only about
$2)500, while the total cost is
estimated at $170,000. The WPA
project grant was for $164,068.
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(Continued from Page 1-A)
frankly tell you, however; they
will not be acceptable to us.

“A man who has served your
ecity faithfully for 16 years with-
out a complaint surely deserves
more than charges which black-
en his name in this city. This
body owes Stroh every courtesy
you can give him. He not only
accepts grand jury investigation
but welcomes it. He impounded
city money on instructions from
an official he had reason to be-
lieve was acting with authority
and in good faith and at no
time has he ever held a cent of
the city’s money improperly,”
Sheedy declared.

“Our attorney was sitting right
here when we took our action,”
Councilman Murray interjected.
“If we did wrong he should have
advised us.” In its report of
the council session of May 14
The Herald stated: “Babcock
asked for a ruling from the city
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"FRESH BARRACUDA

FRESH FISH

FRESH SLICED YELLOWTAIL

Ib. 12%c
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ib. 23¢

FRYING RABBITS
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least give Stroh a clean bill of
health. You ought to be ashamed
of yourselves!” he exploded, look-
ing squarely at Murray.
Marray Fires at Lawyer

“Your ordinance leaves every-
thing vaguc—you ean hire by it
but you can't fire. Our organi-
zation will be glad to cooperate
with you in drafting a better
ordinance,” he said.

“The city attorncy has been
asked several times and he has
always sald the chicf was under
civil service,” Hitchcock remind-
»d his fellow-board members.

“You have acted contrary to
the whole tenets of the civil
service system—" Sheedy began
and was interrupted by Murray
who fired:

“You have acted pretty strong,
standing there telling us off
taking in a lot of latitude, I
think! The auditor told us over
$400 was discovered in an en-
velope in the police station.
Later he said he did not mean
to give that impr on.”

“I may have ‘acted pretty
strong,’ Mr. Murray, but you are
a public official and we don't
want to sec¢ political use of the
merit system,” Sheedy replied.

Can Avold “Tail-Spin’

Attorney McCall offered
give an opinion on the points
raised In the discussion at the
next council meeting. He stated
that the civil service ordinance
provides no plan “for the direct
councilmanic removal of a chief

{ police- -he is under its pro-
visions and must be accorded a
ublic tifal.”
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“I want - Chief Stroh to know\
there is nothing personal in myl
remarks,” Murray said, “but I
did not know he was under civil
service. I don't see why we
ishould go into a tail- spm over
thi

At this point, the man around
whom all of the -controversy
flared made his only statement |
at the session. Chief Stroh re- |
minded Murray that “you told\

me a week or 10 days ago ynuum( of the police department at | John V. Murray, who had tilted

knew I was under civil service.”
“If it is still the council’s de-
sire to reduce Chief Btroh to a‘
captain, may I remind you that
you have just 10 days left to]|
comply with the ordinance if

you desire to make such a| Matter of public trust” Powell| Atiorney McCall was instructed

change effective June 1,” Sheedy
sald. “You can have his public

trial board acts. Then none of
us will go ‘into a tail-spin'—
court litigation and all. You'll
save the city a lot of money as
well as giving Stroh fair, proper
treatment.”

All Tllegal, Prewett Says

Mayor Tom McGuire, who had
been an interested listener up
to this point asked if the coun-
cil wanted a written opinion
from the city attorncy.

“Yes, and if things have been
done wrong we should rectify
them,” Babcock replied. One-time
Councilman Joseph Wright

-| gained the floor and put in that

when the ordinance in question
was drawn up “I had nothing to
do with it. The eity attorney
(then C. T. Rippy) said after-
wards it was unconstitutional in
regard to the chief »f police.”

Biven M. Prewett, supporter of
Councilman Powell in the recent
election and arch-critic of coun-
cil actions under former Mayor
William H. Tolson, next ad-
dressed the council. He was ac-
companied by Attorney Albert
Isen, another of Powell’s political
advisors in the 1940 councilmanic
campaign, who did not speak.

“I want to ask the city at-
torney if the ordinance was
passed by vote of the people?”
Prewett questioned and was in
formed it was. “If Stroh’s re-
moval is illegal the abolishment
of the office of director of pub-
lic safety (formerly held by
Stroh) is also ilicgal .and the
council can’t abolish it and Ger-
ald M. Calder is still chicf of
police and Stroh is still a cap-
tain.” ,

No Plan for Disndssal

Prewett's contribution
nothing to clarify the situation
and it was promptly cast aside.

Babcock then asked the city
attorney for a written opinion
on' the civil service ordinance.
Secrétary Gilbert of the P, O.
C. 8. A. gained the floor once
more to cite instances of recent
litigation fecting Hermosa
Beach and Compton police offi-
cials “because of illegal acts of
their councils.

“We want a man who has
been president of our association
for two years, a reputable citi-
zen of your community, to get
a fair break that’s all,” he said.

Attorney McCall pointed out
that the civil service ordinance
“does not set up any plan to
dismiss a chief of police or a
chief of the fire department”
and asked for time to prepare
a written opinion. Questioned
by Hitehcock that “it is your
understanding that the ief is
under civil servi McCall con-
tinued by saying:

Murray Is Confused

“Yes, he has been since 1939
when the state legislature passed
A validating act for sixth class
*ities which have civil service or-
dinances which listed police and
fire chiefs as ‘public employes,’
As to their removal 1 defy any

did

one td tell me how to remove
a police chiet or fire chief un-
der our present ordinance with-

out recommendation of the civil
service commission.”
M

Nettie  Brown of 1008
Cedar avenue urged reconsidera
tion of Stroh’s ouster declaring
there “is no need for court ac
tion to clear this up.” She
praised Stroh and said “we owc

him that appreciation.”

“I contend this is a very con
fusing ordinance” Murray
mourned.

“I agree, and we want to help

and we want  justice done,”
Sheedy told him.

Councilman Powell, who had
not spoken since he had said he
was willing to convey the re
quest for an investigation of
Stroh’s and Judge Lessing's de.
partments to the grand ju
then made the following state:
ment:

Nothing Personal, Powell Says

“I'm not going to arguc about
the ordinance—it's debatable. T
made the motions for the removal
of Stroh and Lessing. 1 was
interested in protecting the in-
tevest of the public and aceord-
ing to owr auditor's own state-

ment there was a shortage of

'

ATTORNEY WARNS COUNCIL LAW IS
DEFECTIVE - POWELL BLAMES AUDITOR

&

$1,200 in the judge’s accounts ‘
and over $400 of it was lnc1trd‘
in the police department. ‘

“Four policemen gave receipts |
various times and the wh()lo‘
shmmgn was made up. This is|
not a personal matter with me.
There is nothing personal in it. !
1 have been a friend of John|
Stroh’s for years. But it's a]|

said.

“Mr. Powell, you said in your

something was wrong in the po-
lice and®city judge's depart- |

ments. Do you know if it was
true?” questioned Attorney!
Sheedy.

“The auditor told me and then|
he told a different story after|
our action was taken,” the coun- |
cilman replied. |
Procedure Outlined

how about you-—-do you!
know if there any truth in |
your accusations, or are you|
taking someone else’'s word for |
charges that defame a trusted
employe of your city for 14 or
16 years?” continued Sheedy.

“I'm not a mind reader,”|
Powell replied.

Hitchcock then offered his sec-|
ond motion to rescind the coun- |
cil action of May 14 reducing |
Stroh in rank “and give him a
hearing before the civil service
board.” Considerable discussion
followed but the motion again
died for lack of a second.

Babcock auestioned Attorney
McCall as to the procedure m‘
bhe followed in obtaining a hear-
ing before the civil service trml‘
board and the attorney outlined
the formalities—filing of wri
ten charges, 10 days notice, testi-
mony taken under oath, followed
by a recommendation to the eity
council which must be adopted
by that body.

“How long would
start proceedings
Babeock continued.

Different Stories Told

“Just long enblgh te prepare
and. file charges with the civil
serviee eommission—took about
two heurs in the 8tevenson case,”
McCall replied referring to the
oublic hearing conducted by a
civil service trial board in 1938
whieh resulted in tho dismissal
time Fire Chief A. D
son.
auditor
more d
about this

“But

it take to|
or action?”

to have
stories tc
Murray

affer

Fireworks’ Pop as Council is Faced
With Suit If Ouster Not Rescinded

| written opinion on Stroh’s status
hearing next Friday after the original accusations you heard | and the procedure to be fol-

| whose motion May 14 resulted

| that:

| it.”

| letter
| motion passed by

|
b

necessity of it, saying: “Are we
supposed to delegate the job to

someone?”’ City Attorney Mec-
‘Cﬂl said that the city clerk or
city attorney should have been
instructed to transmit the re-

quest.
e “I offer a substitute motion,”
Hitcheock interjected, “that Pow-

ell be authorized to contact the
grand jury in regard to this in-
vestigation, authorized by the
city council on his allegations
Let him take the job.”

“That is acceptable to me,”
Powell said, “and I'll be glad
(Continuéd from Page 1-A) | PYo0 P ) city clerk will
mntmns died for want of a give me a letter to the grand
¢ jury.”  Murray said the substi
Corrects Probe Motion tute proposal was also accept

It remained for

Councilman|{ 10 to him and scconded it. The

motion carried unanimously.

Stating that he “was inquiring
for information,”  Powell said he
called on City Clerk A. H. Bart-
lett, requesting a copy of the
auditor’s report on the accounts
of the city judge in regard to
“the shortage in city funds.”

“Bartlett told me he didn't
have it, that Rambo (the audi-
tor) had it in his brief case,”
Powell continued. “I believe those
records should be in possession
of the eity at all times.”

Clerk Bartlett stated that

with Attorney Sheedy several
times during the session, to
move that the council hold an-
other adjourncd session Thurs-
day (today) at 4 o'clock. This
was adopted unanimously. Cily

to be prepared to present a

| lowed if charges arec placed
against him with the civil serv-
ice commission.

Councilman Vern Babcock,

1
Get Your New |

Driver’s Licenses
Now Before muh

Loeal motorists who must u{
oure new driver's licenses—anc
the deadline is July 1—may ob
tain them by calling at the Haw:
thorne police station Thursdays
and Fridays from 9 to 4:30. Th¢
driving permits are also avail
able at the Long Beach head/
quarters of the Division of Mo+
tor Vehicles, corner of Broadway
and Atlant, {

wanted to refresh his mind witk
the contents and he intended t¢
have it here today at this meet
ing. However, he was held up
by a grand jury investigation ix
San Bernardino.”
Order Copies Made In l?nﬁuu
“Has the report been ofﬂclalg
turned over to the city?” May
Tom F. McGuire asked. 4
“T don’t know if it was,”
lett replied
“Hercafter 1 believe it woult
be a good praetice to make
copies of all reports” when they
are given out,” the mayor in
structed. ]
“Rambo promised to have that

Rambo had taken the report out
in the appointment of Scrgeant|of the city files ‘“because he
Frank Schumacher as police e e e
chief effective June 1, declared
“I believe there may have
| been an injustice done,” refer-
Iring to the manner in which
Stroh was ousted, “however, I
believe the police department
would be better off under a|
different head. If we did some-
thing wrong I want to rectify

Early in the scssion, before
| Attorney Sheedy launched his
exaimination of the council's ac-
tion in reducing his client in
| rank, Powell read a statement
to the effect that he moved that
the city clerk be instructed to
request a grand jury investiga-
tion of the city judge’s and po-
lice chief's departments “this
to include reference to the |
the eouncil
| May 14 authorizing this investi-
gation.”

Powell to Carry Request
Altho the council went on ree-
ord then as asking the grand
Jjury probe, no official was for-
mally “instructed” to contact the
county inquisitorial body regard- |
ing the request and it was nol]
transmitted.

Powell's motion was seconded |
ay who questioned the|
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vice commission, who had |
intently to the discus-
sion, told the council that the
ordinance compared mvombly
\ ith other eity's statutes but IQ\
“is ambiguous and not very clear |
on a number of points and|
should be clarified by a vote |
of the people” He reaffirmed |
Attorney McCall's verbal opinion |
that action of the civil scrvico{
trial board is final in regard to|
dismissals from duty or reduc-|

listened

fine, fast trains.

commented and asked At- |
torney Shecdy: “Will you help |
us draft a new civil service or-
Adinance?” Sheedy said he and
his organization would he “most |
willing to assist.” |
“Why doesn’t the chief of po- |
lice have to take an examination
to be chief of police?” ques-
tioned Babcock, but no answer |
was forthcoming as Murray|
suggested “we  should have 1‘
conference on this matter with |
our own attorney.” |
Babcock Wants
“Yes, and you should give |
vour chief of police-—whoever he |
is—the same courtesy that you‘
wive the youngest rookie in your
police dup;u-tnwnt or cven a|
drunken bum ' began Sheedy |
to be stopped by Murray who\
objected
“Oh,
Sheedy.”
“It is that bad,
By continuing

Justice

it isn't that bad, MI.‘
Mr. Murray. |
to defend these
\lleged  charges  against (hll'!\
Stroh you" telling everyone in|
this town Stroh misappropriated |
public funds and are not givmu1
him a fair trial to disprove those |
illegations!” the attogrey rapped
out.

“How soon, John, can you give |
us a written opinion tomor- |
row?” again questioned Babcock.

John McCall said he could and
asked what it should cover, Not |
specifying the field of the at-|
torney’s rulings, Babeock con- |
tinued by saying If we did!
something wrong I wa rec:
tify it,” and later: “I believe |
‘h may have been injustice |
fone; however, I believe the po- |

lice department would be better |
off under a different head.”
Law Suld Ambiguons

“I think the auditor ought
be here and clarify his differs
conflicting  statement
said. Mayor McGuire pointed |
out that Auditor Rambo ‘“can |
make his statements before the
eivil service trial board under
oath” and Murray and Powell
both agreed.

“l1 want to clarify any ecrror
in the proceedings and I assure
everyone that it was no fault of
mine if they have been at fault,”
Powell said.

J! O. Bishop, chairman of the

to|

nt |
Powell |

tion in rank and the meeting |
came to an end |
It will be resumed this after- |
noon at 4 o’clock. * |

Southern Pacific

W. H. BRATTON, Agent
P. E. Station, Phone Torrance 20

report ready for me ‘yesterdayi
and it still isn't here” Powel
oomtinued. 1 8
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SAN FRANCISCO

RAIL FARE!

NEW SAN FRANCISCO WORLD'S FAIR opens

this Saturday! Bigger, better, more fun than ever!

See Treasure Island on your way east this summer! . -
Ride the streamlined Daylight to San Francisco = |
..stop over and see the Big Show...then continue ;

east. Doesn’t cost 1c extra rail fare! £

J
|
&
SEE BOTH FAIRS for as little as $90—the complete 3
roundtrip—travelingin air-conditioned chair cars on |

Total Price

1441 Wesf 216+
Torrance
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